Scanning and Writing Sonnets
Begin by performing the scansion for the poem (rhyme scheme/meter)

Name sonnet type identifying structural units

Paraphrase sonnet from end-point to end-point

Identify theme of sonnet

Identify predominant literary elements and their significance to the poem

 XXII

My glass shall not persuade me I am old,
So long as youth and thou are of one date;
But when in thee time's furrows I behold,
Then look I death my days should expiate. 
For all that beauty that doth cover thee,
Is but the seemly raiment of my heart,
Which in thy breast doth live, as thine in me:
How can I then be elder than thou art?
O! therefore love, be of thyself so wary
As I, not for myself, but for thee will;
Bearing thy heart, which I will keep so chary
As tender nurse her babe from faring ill.
Presume not on thy heart when mine is slain,
Thou gav'st me thine not to give back again.

Begin by performing the scansion for the poem (rhyme scheme/meter)

Name sonnet type identifying structural units

Paraphrase sonnet from end-point to end-point

Identify theme of sonnet

Identify predominant literary elements and their significance to the poem

Edna St. Vincent Millay
I will put Chaos into fourteen lines
And keep him there; and let him thence escape
If he be lucky; let him twist, and ape
Flood, fire, and demon --- his adroit designs
Will strain to nothing in the strict confines
Of this sweet order, where, in pious rape,
I hold his essence and amorphous shape,
Till he with Order mingles and combines.
Past are the hours, the years of our duress,
His arrogance, our awful servitude:
I have him. He is nothing more nor less
Than something simple not yet understood;
I shall not even force him to confess;
Or answer. I will only make him good.

Begin by performing the scansion for the poem (rhyme scheme/meter)

Name sonnet type identifying structural units

Paraphrase sonnet from end-point to end-point

Identify theme of sonnet

Identify predominant literary elements and their significance to the poem

XXXII

If thou survive my well-contented day,
When that churl Death my bones with dust shall cover
And shalt by fortune once more re-survey
These poor rude lines of thy deceased lover,
Compare them with the bett'ring of the time,
And though they be outstripped by every pen,
Reserve them for my love, not for their rhyme,
Exceeded by the height of happier men.
O! then vouchsafe me but this loving thought:
'Had my friend's Muse grown with this growing age,
A dearer birth than this his love had brought,
To march in ranks of better equipage:
But since he died and poets better prove,
Theirs for their style I'll read, his for his love'.

Scanning and Writing Sonnets

For this assignment, you will be writing two sonnets.  The first will be based on the sonnet below.  You will begin by performing the following steps:

· Begin by performing the scansion for the poem (rhyme scheme/meter) on this page

· Name sonnet type, identifying structural units on this page

· Paraphrase sonnet from end-point to end-point on a separate page

· Identify theme of sonnet on a separate page

· Identify predominant literary elements and their significance to the poem on a separate page

"My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun"


My mistress' eyes are nothing like the sun; 

Coral is far more red than her lips' red: 

If snow be white, why then her breasts are dun; 

If hairs be wires, black wires grow on her head. 

I have seen roses damask'd, red and white, 

But no such roses see I in her cheeks; 

And in some perfumes is there more delight 

Than in the breath that from my mistress reeks. 

I love to hear her speak,--yet well I know 

That music hath a far more pleasing sound; 

I grant I never saw a goddess go, 

My mistress when she walks, treads on the ground; 


And yet, by heaven, I think my love as rare 


As any she belied with false compare. 

(over)

Your next step is to write a sonnet based on the structure of this sonnet.  Keep in mind that you are simply mimicking the structure (meter, rhythm, rhyme scheme, any irregularities).  Don’t forget that all of the sonnets, including your own, require the same scansion, paraphrase, analysis.  
Your next step is to find a sonnet of your choice (any time period).  Perform the same five exercises on this one as you did on the first.  

Lastly, create your own sonnet based on the structure of the sonnet you chose and repeat the steps.

Finally, take the sonnet that you have created and artistically illustrate it for display.

