Literary Techniques: Review

After each defined term, write and original example of one from poems previously looked at in class.

1. Imagery:  language that appeals to senses

2. Denotation: dictionary definition of a word

3. Connotation:  emotions and ideas associated with a word

4. Allusion:  reference to something from history or literature

5. Irony:  discrepancy between expectation and reality or between words and intentions

6. Understatement:  as statement that means less than what is intended

7. Hyperbole:  a statement of exaggeration

8. Paradox:  an apparent contradiction that conveys truth

9. Simile:  direct comparison of two essentially unlike things using  “like”, “as”, “than” or “resembles”

10. Metaphor:  comparison of two unlike things

11. Personification:  attribution of human characteristics to a creature, idea or object

12. Apostrophe:  direct address to an inanimate object or idea

13. Symbol:  anything that has a meaning of its own, but also stands for something beyond itself

14. Tone:  attitude revealed toward the subject

