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AP Art History:  2019-2020

Mr. Rosenast

Course Outline

The central guiding questions of this course include: What is art?  How is it made?  What functions does it perform?  How does context influence art and its reception?  How has one style or work of art influenced others?  The primary goal of the Advanced Placement Art History course at Valencia High School is to develop each student’s abilities in visual literacy and independent critical thinking to answer these questions by offering a college level course on our campus.  If the student successfully completes the national examination in May, she or he may qualify for up to one year’s college credit in Humanities.”  

To reach this goal, this class is designed to achieve the following:

· To enable students to analyze artworks including painting, sculpture architecture, and a variety of other mediums.
· To enable students to write effective critical analysis

· To enable students to complete well-written, timed compositions on impromptu subjects

· To have students identify form, function, context, mood, style, etc. in any artwork
· To prepare students for success on the Advanced Placement Test on Art History
You will be expected to prepare for each class by reading and examining the assigned works alertly, curiously and critically – that is, in a way that generates meaningful questions concerning ideas about the reading that you then bring to class and make a part of our discussion.  The first purpose of the class is not for you to learn my interpretations of art, but for you to practice your own.  As such, you should come ready to practice:  all assigned works must be read when directed and any work required before class meetings should be completed thoroughly.  As we will be devoting a significant amount of class time in discussion, it is imperative that you be prepared and able to discuss a wide variety of works and ideas and their and their importance to the unit that we are working on.  
Over the course of the year, we will be studying the 250 required works as determined by the College Board.  These works will span Prehistory to the present and cultures from around the globe.  The purpose of this is to help you become well versed in the different styles and elements as critical thinkers, articulate writers and interesting presenters.  As an AP Art History student, you are now in the role of artistic scholar.  Your challenge is to come to the works with an open mind and make your own meanings through careful analysis and discovery.  This course will encourage that personal exploration but also engender an environment of discussion and a sharing of ideas; an active involvement in classroom discussions is vital to all students’ success in class.   

_______________________________________________________________________________

Primary Textbook:
Stokstad, Marilyn, and Michael W. Cothren.  Art History.  Revised Edition.  Boston:  Pearson, 1995.  
Other texts TBA.
Course Planning and Pacing by Unit:

· Unit 1:  Mastering the Approach

· Unit 2: Global Prehistory and the Pacific

· Unit 3: Indigenous Americas and Africa

· Unit 4:  South, Central, East and Southeast Asia

· Unit 5: Ancient Mediterranean

· Unit 6:  West and Central Asia and Early Europe, through 1400 C.E.

· Unit 7: Early Modern Atlantic World, 1400 – 1750 C.E.

· Unit 8: Later Europe and the Americas, 1750 – 1900 C.E.
· Unit 9: Later Europe and the Americas, 1900 – 1980 C.E.

· Unit 10: Global Contemporary
____________________________________________________________________________
APAH—Big Ideas/Essential Questions & Learning Objectives

BIG IDEA 1: Artists manipulate materials and ideas to create an aesthetic object, act, or event

Essential Question: What is art and how is it made?

· Learning Objective 1.1: Students differentiate the components of form, function, content, and/or context of a work of art.

· Learning Objective 1.2: Students explain how artistic decisions about art making shape a work of art.

· Learning Objective 1.3: Students describe how context influences artistic decisions about creating a work of art.

· Learning Objective 1.4: Students analyze form function, content, and/or context to infer or explain the possible intentions for creating a specific work of art.

.

BIG IDEA 2: Art making is shaped by tradition and change

Essential Question: Why and how does art change?

· Learning Objective 2.1: Students describe features of tradition and/or change in a single work of art or in a group of related works.

· Learning Objective 2.2: Students explain how and why specific traditions and/or changes are demonstrated in a single work or group of related works.

· Learning Objective 2.3: Students analyze the influence of a single work of art or group of related works on other artistic production.

BIG IDEA 3: Interpretations of art are variable

Essential Question: How do we describe our thinking about art?

· Learning Objective 3.1: Students identify a work of art.

· Learning Objective 3.2: Students analyze how formal qualities and/or content of a 

· work of art elicits a response.

· Learning Objective 3.3: Students analyze how contextual variables lead to different 

· interpretations of a work of art.

· Learning Objective 3.4: Students justify attribution of an unknown work of art.

· Learning Objective 3.5: Students analyze relationships between works of art based on their similarities and differences.

____________________________________________________________________

Assignments will include:

· Students will also have timed, in-class essays all dealing with subjects such as Form, Function, Context, Traditions and Change, Comparisons and Influence.    
· Snapshot Research and Presentation Assignments: research an artwork, create a Snapshot, present the artwork to the class, and share your snapshots electronically with the class.  
· Students will be completing formative and summative assessments as well as practice AP exams, both multiple choice and essay.  

· In addition, students will be expected to complete frequent homework assignments including reading, research and writing assignments.  

· Students will be required to independently make a “museum visit” once per semester and complete an associated assignment.  Dates and details TBA.  
Grading System:

All grades will be computed on a point basis.  Tests, homework, quizzes, group and individual projects and essays will be given a point value based upon their importance and difficulty.  In addition to points awarded for academic work, students’ grades will reflect their participation in class.  Students’ grades will be calculated at the end of each five-week period and a progress report will be issued.  Grades are also kept current through the Infinite Campus Portal which is available for viewing at any time. The following scale is used to determine students’ grades (note that grades are not rounded up):

A = 90 – 100%

B = 80 – 89%

C = 70 – 79%

D = 60 – 69%

F = 59% or below
About That Grading System:

Unlike the science and math based classes that you are no doubt familiar with, the study of art does not lend itself well to scientific evaluation.  The nature of artistic analysis and interpretation unfortunately relies on subjective evaluation, in this case from the perspective of the instructor.  I do try to make my expectations clear for every assignment, however, if you find that you are uncertain as to what is expected of you, please see me as soon as possible for clarification.  Should you not understand the reasoning behind a grade that you received, you may see me for clarification on that, however, do not come to me expecting a grade change.  

Homework

A majority of the homework assigned in class will be reading and writing essays based on the reading.  Other homework will include completion of individual and group long-term projects, practice AP exams and keeping notes. Please also note that unless specified otherwise, homework tasks are due the class day following their assignment.  Late work is not acceptable.  Hard copies of all homework are due at the beginning of the period of your attendance.  Use of the classroom printer is not available.  Should you find that this presents a significant burden to you, please see me immediately to make arrangements.  As this is a college level class, I will expect college level students – self motivated, responsible and diligent.  

Make up work is your responsibility.  If you have an excused absence on the day an assignment is given, or due, you must turn it in the day you return.  There may be exceptions to this rule with major projects that will be due in class on the day specified whether you’re here or not.  If you are absent on the day an assignment is given, it is your responsibility to find out what you missed and when it is due.  Make-up tests and quizzes need to be arranged with me immediately upon returning to school.  

Academic Integrity:

Any student involved in dishonesty on any work, quizzes, exams, essays, etc., will be subject to one, some, or all of the following:  An automatic zero on the work, parental notification, suspension from class, a referral to the Asst. Principal, and a conference between the Asst. Principal, the parent and the teacher.  As this is a college level class, any infractions of this sort will be dealt with severely.  

In-Class Standards

You will be expected to arrive on time and ready to work every day.  This class especially requires diligent attendance due to the amount of discussion and the pace set for the materials that we cover.  Basic class rules are as such:

· Treat your classmates, school personnel and school property with respect.

· Come to class prepared and on time.  

· Follow directions the first time.

· Abide by all rules in the student handbook.

· Diligent attendance

· A classroom environment that fosters respectful and meaningful dialogue is vital to the success of all students in this class.  As such, there will be absolutely no tolerance for language or behavior that is in any way threatening or demeaning to any student (or the teacher, for that matter).  No racial, religious, gender or ethic jokes or slurs will be tolerated.  

Teacher Conference Period:

I will have a daily conference period at 2:00, Monday through Friday.  I will be available then for any questions or concerns.  Other meeting times can also be arranged.  My telephone number is 294-1188, ext: 502.  The best way to reach me, however, is through e-mail at jrosenast@hartdistrict.org
Student/Guardian Agreement

After reviewing the course outline, including class, homework and attendance policies, please read and sign the statement below.  After both the student and parent/guardian have signed the statement, it should be returned to Mr. Rosenast with whom it will remain.  

Student’s Name:










Student:

I have read and reviewed the course outline for Mr. Rosenast’s class.  I realize that it is my responsibility to abide by all rules and policies or I must face the stated consequences.  

Signature: 











Parent/Guardian:

I have read and understand the course outline for Mr. Rosenast’s class.  I will encourage and support my daughter/son in meeting the conditions of the class or facing the consequences of choosing not to.  

Signature: 













Home phone number:






E-mail address:







