Analyzing Conflict for Theme

This sheet will help you derive a theme statement through an analysis of a narrative’s conflict

1. State the conflict in terms of characters who are in conflict in the narrative.  List all possible conflicts in the following terms:

Character 1 vs Character 2

2. Is there an inner conflict within the protagonist? If yes, add protagonist vs protagonist (Tom vs Tom)

3. Mark with an * the major conflict, in the story.  To identify this conflict correctly, identify the climax or turning point in the narrative.  Which conflict is at issue at this point?

4. For each of the conflicts listed in step 1, identify the idea that it represents, as paired opposites of abstractions (i.e. love vs duty).  Rearrange, if necessary, the order in which you have listed characters so that all characters who represent the same type of abstract idea appear on the same side of the word “vs”.

5. Does one side of the conflict win over the other by the end of the narrative? If yes, which side is it?
6. If you answered step 5 with “yes”, why did that side win?  If you answered step 5 with “no”, why was no resolution possible?

7. Your answer to step 6 should lead directly to a theme statement.  Write it out remembering to do the following:

a. Express the theme in general terms, avoiding reference to any specific character.  You may use a social role, such as “mother” or and age bracket, such as “adolescent”.

b. Express the theme in a complete statement.  “The innocence of a child” may be a topic, not the theme.

c. If your theme statement is complex and contains subordinate clauses or phrases, be sure the important idea is in the main clause.
